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MEMORANDUM POR THE PREATDENT

D FOR RELEASE :

DATE: GAN 2005 BUBJECT:  Probable Cammunist Reacticns to Osrtain |
US or US-Sponsored Courses of Action in

Vietnam and laos ;

. (P)(3) :
. VROPOSKD OOUNARS OF ACTION®

CATEGORY 1. Alr raide upon key aupply centors nléns the
Viet Cong Supply and 1nfu;tntieu corridor in the laos pan-
bandle, thess raids to be conduoted by the VEAY, possibly
using napalm and posaibly augmented bty PARMOATRE, |

CATEGORY 2.  Ground force croas-border Mids on the sanms
targeta by GVN units up to battalica in size and perhaps
‘aocompanied by US advisors. |

These descriptions of proposed courses of astion are
atbreviated summmries of the courses spellsd out in
the JOB Memorandum devoted to this subject. ;

'




CATHGORY 3.  Limited air strikes against apeoific|military

and transportation targets in North Viatnas by unmatked

planes flown execlusively by non-US airerews. .

|
1. In response to tho first or seocond oategozi'ion of action,

looal Communist military forces in the areas of ucti'al attack

would react vigoroualy, but we believe that nons or the

Camunist Poworn involved would respond with major miliury

moves designud to change the nature of the confliat; Rather

than risk escalstion, which must appear to them unscessary
and potentially disastrous to long-temm uchiovmnt' of their
cbjeotives, thay would be more likely to rely on a continuins
war of attrition and on intensive propaganda Md 901111’-10‘1
maneuvering aimed at isolating the US and building t{xp preasure
for an intemational canfewence to "neutyaliuve’ Bou%h Vietnanm.
In any event, the :l.ntanait}" of Ogumunist responae tio Category 1
and 2 actions would depend to same extent upon the élcale and

manner in whioh duch actiona wo:i executed.

2. Air strikes on North Vietaam itoelf (thaéow 3) would
oveke sharpesr Communiat resotions than air astrikes t}:onﬂned

to targots in Laos, but even in this case fear of a%cal&tlon
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would probably restrain the Communiasts from & mdor]mintary
response. Though we think it unlikely, they m.tsht ttewpt
isolated air yaids on Saigon and othor South Vietnupase cities

hoping quickly to shatter South Vietnamsde morale.

3. There are various local militayy or aemi-lﬁintary
aactions ,' ghart of major change in the character of 'The confllet,
vhich ahould be considered among poaliblo Communist | reaponses:

() Improvement of looal air defensea (probably
with additional AA equipment from North Viotnm and
China), dispersal of supplies and troop conoom:rationa,
and maovement discipline designed to hanper affective
air attack. Such messures would be 1ikely. |

I
(b) Intensification of Viet Uong ambushes and
attacks, accompanied perhaps by the more or :Lou aovert
introduction into South Vietnam of some sdditioul
perscnnel from North Vietnam. This response also vaild
be likaly. |

(c) danotage attacks on airfields in South Vietaan
to damsge their communications facilities, POL depots,
otc., and if posmible to eripple planes on the ground.
We believe auch attacks likely.

() A widespread campaign of terrorism against
Americans, includipg civilians and dependents, |in South
Viotnam, We think the chancos of such & oampaign would
be lass than aven.

(e} Oammunist foraea now in laos could attempt to
gelse one or more of the Mekong towns. We bouevo such
an attampt would be unlikely.




)
(f) Pighter aivoraft vould be introdused into
North Vietnam. We think this unlikely if UB/GVN eir
strilea are confined $o taygets in laos (Category 1).
Howsvar, if attacks are inttisted against North Vietnam
iteslf (Oategory 3), ohances of the Comgmnists|intro-
ducing some defensive air aapability in North Vietnam
would inaresse appreciably, mounsing as the sccpe and
Intensity of the attacks increased. i
b, The influsncs of the USSR on the Communist camp in
the Indochina situation is limited, and it wanmts to 3!nvom too
- : |
direct involvement. Mossow would certainly want to 1\uhw 1taelf
no less strong than the Chinese in apposition to tho; UB-aponsored
moves. It Vould almost certainly consider that an 1ineenna '

{ .
international carpaign against the UB could damago US interests
conaiderably, to Soviot world-wide gain, and would u_:ot
nea'oaurily Jecpardize Soviet detente tactics on issues of
US-Boviet relations other than Vietnam, Accordingly, the
Soviets would give Hanol vigorous pelitioal and pmp:lgandl
support, and would probably place themsslves in the }torefront
of those aalling for an internationsl corference -- irld might

|
acoorpany this by leading a move in the UN to eondemn the UH.

John A. MoCone
Director




